field Naturalists’ Glub 


of Ballarat Inc December 1999 


The New Mechanical Bean Trainer, 


Lyndsay got the medal! 
But did Elfin get the poser? 
See pages I and 7, 


DIARY DATES 

Fri 3rd Dec. Meeting. Six Million Years of Volcanoes In the 
Ballarat Area. Speaker Dr Julian Hollis. 
Sun 5th Dec. Excursion. Volcanoes in the Ballarat and 
Daylesford Area. Leader Dr Julian Hollis. 
Sat 11th Dec. BarBQ Carol Hall’s, 5 Elizabeth St, Wendouree, 
12.30, BYO everything. 

Thur 27th Jan 2000. Committee Meeting. Lyndsay and 
Lorraine’s, 7.30pm, old PO, Meredith. 
Fri 4th Feb 2000. Meeuines Sea and Shore Birds. Speaker Ian 
Ashton, BOCA, Ballarat. 
Sun 6th Feb. Excursion. Queenscliff and Point Longsdale. 
Leader Clarrie Handreck, Marine Biologist. 


NOVEMBER MEETING POINTS 

*1 Syllabus card to be included in next years SBML 
invitations. *2 John Mildren has suggested that we keep the 
new Labor Government informed of our concerns regarding 
possible changes to Ballarat Common. *3 Agreed that we compile 
a list of local reserves for visiting naturalists. *4 Club has 
purchased the book "Orchids of Anglesea". *5 Western Region 
RFA decision delayed till March. *6 Richard Naisbet speaking 
at Eureka Vet. Clinic, 13th Nov. *7 BU. B. Env. Sc. students 
giving talks 9th Nov, 9am till 12. ¥*8 Carol, John and Brian 
gave swanning update *9 Campout, Geelong FNC, March 2000, book 
by end of November. *10 Eileen Anderson expressed concern 
about proposed mining activity at Big Hill, Stawell - rare 
plants, historical relics, dust etc, requested FNCB put in a 
submission. ... More details in minute book. 


CLUB MEDALLION PRESENTATION 

It was with great pleasure and appreciation that our 
President, Claire Dalman, presented a club medallion to 
Lyndsay Fink. Lyndsay joined the club 22 years ago, after 
being invited to do so by Stella Bedggood. The two of them 
were doing a botany course at the Creswick School of Forestry. 

Over the years Lyndsay has been the club secretary .and 
newsletter editor. He has been on the club committee for many 
years, led many excursions, given several talks and 
presentations at club meetings, submitted numerous articles for 
our newsletter, has been a consistent contributor of field 
reports and has continually found things to "show and tell". 

Lyndsay has shown an excellent knowledge of nature, he 
has been an endless provider of tales, jokes and good humour -- 
- but maybe most importantly, we have all recognized him as a 
sincere and reliable friend! Club Members 
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FIELD REPORTS 

Blotched Sun Orchid Thelymitra fuscolutea, at Bellbrae in 
November. Blackbird’s nest in treefern dislocated by new 
fronds, 2 eggs broken, Helen Burgess. Salmon, lemon, crimson 
and common blue sun orchids, flowering together, Mt Beckworth, 
22nd Oct, Ken and Del McDonnell. Skinks_ seen on garden paths 
during sunny days, Doveton St, Oct & Nov Pat Murphy. 
-Cunningham’s rock. skink, Grenville, near river, 24th Oct, Kevin 
Andrews. Spotted Crake and White Winged Triller, Lake 
Wendouree, 29th Oct, John Gregurke. Large areas of garden 
escape forget-me-nots, Mt Warrenheip, 17th Oct, Les Hanrahan. 
Stopped at Pink Lakes, west of Ouyen, pink colour of algae due 
to carotene (as found in carrots), replanting being done, an 
interesting place! Lyndsay Fink. 


THE NATURE OF EAST AFRICA 

Our November speaker was club member Dr Frank Harrap. 

His presentation centred around 67 minutes of video (edited 
from over 6 hours of tape), taken during his recent tour of 
east Africa. He started by showing us a Leopard lounging in a 
tree, he explained that he had a doona at home with 3 Leopards 
on it - and he had thought he would never have the fortune of 
seeing them in the wild - but he did see them, along with over 
60 other mammal species and over 400 bird species! 

After the long flight from Australia, the tour members 
were glad to be out of Nairobi and doing some birding on the 
way to their overnight stop at Naru Moru. On day 3 they headed 
for the Mountain Lodge, 8 000 ft up on the side of Mt Kenya. A 
pool anda salt lick just outside the lodge meant that they 
could watch all sorts of game animals while enjoying cups of 
coffee! An interesting point was the fact that the Elephants 
were "right tusked" - they used only their right hand side 
tusks to dig out chinks of salty earth at the salt lick, and it 
is also apparent that a bit of salinity is not always bad! 
While staying at the lodge they also saw the elusive Black 
Rhino which has been severely depleted in numbers due to 
poaching. 

It was then on to Samburu in the dry acacia zone and its 
associated animals such as Reticulated Giraffe, Grevy’s Zebra, 
Beisa Oryz and the Gerenuk -an antelope with prehensile lips 
and a 45cm long tongue - these comes in handy when eating the 
acacia which has 2cm long leaves and 10cm long thorns! 

It was then on to Lake Nakura NP in the Rift Valley, with 
Crowned Cranes and Flamingos. Next was the Kakamega - Rondo 
Retreat, near the Uganda border. Kakamega is wonderful in some 
ways but tragic in others. It is the last patch of rainforest 
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of this type in Kenya and contains the last population of grey 
parrots, but there is large scale destruction due to the 
removal of firewood. A stay at the Mara River Camp in Masai 
country enabled them to see big game such as Lions, Cheetah, 
Hartebeest and Hippos in the Mara River. Amboseli near Mt 
Kilomanjaro provided splendid sights of open plains with 
hundreds of Wildebeest, Zebra and Elephants. In fact 200 
Elephants were sighted in an.angle of view of 120 degrees! 

After returning to Nairobi the group flew to Harare in 
Zimbabwe and went on to visit the Victoria Falls which are 108m 
high and 1 400m across, the natives call the falls "the smoke 
that thunders". The mist created by the falls went into the 
sky for several thousand feet. 

At the end of the video Frank could not resist recalling 
his Air Force days in Africa. Apparently at one time he went 
with the pilot of an Anson bomber on an unofficial flight, 
flying 4 foot above the ground, almost eyeball to eyeball with 
a terrified, fleeing Ostrich! 

Frank has a comprehensive list of birds and animals seen 
for those who would like more information. 

We all greatly appreciated Frank’s talk! - BDA 


TALBOT EXCURSION...7th November 1999 

A large group gathered at Clunes Post Office. Twelve 
Ballarat members met 12 naturalists from Creswick. We met 
Barbara Williams, a resident of Talbot and member of Ballarat 
BOCA, at a culvert on the outskirts of Talbot. Barbara had 
observed Fairy Martins flying into the culvert while driving to 
Ballarat. At each end of the culvert were at least 10 bottle 
shaped nests. 

The convoy of 12 cars drove to the Aboriginal Maternity 
Tree just north of Talbot. This is a very old River Red Gum, 6 
metres across and hollow inside. There was a disused Welcome 
Swallow nest attached to the inner surface. 

From here we moved into the forest. Passing a dam on the 
edge of the forest we saw an Egret, White-necked Heron, Black 
Ducks and a Dusky Moorhen. The Box-Ironbark forest is: used for 
timber and was burnt by a wildfire in 1985. 

At our first stop we quickly spotted a variety of plants 
that were flowering: Black-anther Flax-lily Dianella revoluta, 
Milkmaids Burchardia umbellifera, Common Riceflower Pimelea 
humilis, Showy Podolepis Podolepis jaceoides, Chocolate Lily 
Arthropodium strictum, Nodding Chocolate Lily A fimbriatun, 
Pale Vanilla Lily A milliflorum, Scaly Buttons Leptohynchos 
tenuifolius, Spur Velleia Velleia paradoxa, Red Parrot-pea 
Dillwynia hispida. Blue Pincushions Brunonia austalis, were 
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beginning to flower and varied in colour from blue to mauve. 
The only orchids flowering were Large Green-comb Caladenia 
tentaculata and Common Onion Orchid Microtis unifolia. 

A pair of Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters was feeding a chick. 
We later found a nest made of leaves, bark and wool from a 
nearby dead sheep. The nest was about 50cm from the ground in 
a coppicing eucalypt. While we were eating lunch a White- 
breasted Cuckoo-shrike settled. in the trees above. Black- 
chinned Honeyeaters were feeding with Fuscous Honeyeaters, 
Many White-browed Woodswallows flew high over head and perched 
in the trees. Musk Lorikeets flew swiftly between the 
flowering eucalypts. Several Yellow Gum and Grey Box trees had 
patches of bark chewed off in their forks and around dead limbs 
although no hollows were observed. We thought these were the 
work of Corellas or Galahs. 

Invertebrates that caught our attention included well 
camouflaged leaf-like grasshoppers, a wolf spider near its 2cm 
diameter hole, iridescent blue-green forester moths and a 
cupmoth larva which landed on the bonnet of a car. 

Red Ironbarks were the dominant tree at our next stop. 
Different plants were seen in the shrub layer. A parrot-pea 
and Silky Bush-pea Pultanea prostrata were flowering as was 
White Marianth Mariathus procumbens, Grey Everlasting 
Ozothamnus obcordatus and Common Beard Heath Leucopogon 
virgatus. A Dusky Woodswallow was incubating 3 brown speckled 
eggs in the fork of an ironbark. We heard an Oriole and 
Crested Bellbird calling but did not see these elusive birds. 
A cold front and shower that arrived as we were finishing a 
cuppa sent everyone to their cars and home. Thanks to the 
planning of Barbara Williams and Ken Hammond we had an 
interesting day in the Talbot forest. JG 


Lal Lal Anchor Plants 10th November 

Five Field Nats arrived at the Lal Lal Anchor Plant Site 
to be greeted by 20 University of Ballarat students. The 
students were nearly finished weeding around the base of the 
plants. The area has a good cover of Tussock Grass Poa 
labillardierei, Kangaroo grass, Bidgee-widgee and other herbs 
and grasses. We removed blackberry, briar rose thistles and 
some Yorkshire fog grass. The willows along the creek will be 
cut and poisoned by Central Highland Water. 

The Anchor Plants planted -in 1989 have grown to 1 metre. 
The original plants are large dense shrubs. All the plants are 
flowering well and some early plants have set seed. 

Thanks to the members and university students who worked 
hard at this working bee. JG 


p4 


THE PETERBOROUGH CAMP. 

Members trickled down to Peterborough throughout the day 
on Friday. Travelling down it was apparent that the area was 
warmer than Ballarat, most of the farmers had completed 
haymaking, paddocks were full of bales, most of them round 
rolled and wrapped in plastic. 

The official starting time was 9-30am on Saturday but a 
few of us couldn’t resist sneaking out before that. Crossing 
the bridge at 5-30am the river looked peaceful and picturesque 
in the pre-dawn glow. Traversing the dunes I arrived on the 
beach just in time to see the golden sun pop up from behind the 
horizon. Gannets were diving into the ocean and there was a 
family of pied oystercatchers at the far end of the beach. I 
then searched for beach-washed treasures and found 3 
muttonbirds, a penguin, a diving petrel, a green bottle with 
its neck covered in gooseneck barnacles, two leatherjackets and 
a porcupine fish. 


Porcupine Fish -the spines becoming erect when they inflate. 
They present a difficult problem for predators. Whitley 
records that one species, Atopomycterus nichthemerus, gnawed 
its way out of a shark that had swallowed it! From "Aust & NZ 
Fishing", edited by Jack Pollard. 

...-Heading back through the dunes, the white berries of 
the coastal beard heath provided tasty refreshment - but its a 
pity they weren’t bigger! On the way back, between the road 
and the river, were white-fronted chats and cisticolas. Carol 
went around the point to the west of the town and saw bar- 
tailed godwits, black-fronted dotterels and red-capped and 
hooded plovers. Helen enjoyed a leisurely walk along the bank 
of the river. 

At 9-30 we headed off as a group towards Boat bay. Swamp 
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harriers were busy searching for prey. At Boat Bay Claire 
showed us the boat ramp which was about 30m long and inclined 
to the horizontal at about 40° - quite a challenge for people 
trying to put in or remove boats! The stacks and islands in 
the bay provided an attractive sight. Walking around the 
cliff-top we saw the rock-buster, a shallow depression which 
had enough clay on the bottom to hold water in wet times and 
then slowly release it later, dissolving limestone in the rock 
of the cliff, leading to its subsequent collapse. Further 
round some of us observed a rufous bristlebird. At the next 
lookout we saw a pair of kestrels resting on a rock ledge, one 
of them was casually plucking a bird that it had killed. We 
were also able to observe a section of the cliff that had 
collapsed. Rather surprisingly we observed long-billed 
corellas on rock ledges but we didn’t determine what they were 
doing there. 

We then headed east to the Grotto, a striated fieldwren 
momentary sang atop a bush at the side of the track. Avis was 
tempted by the rockpool and returned in the afternoon for a 
swim - trouble was she didn’t have her bathers and had to swim 
in her clothes. Coming back up the track in dripping clothes 
she convinced one of the tourists that the warning sign about 
freak waves was really true! 

After lunch we walked along the Discovery Track into Port 
Campbell. Painted lady butterflies were feeding on blackboy 
spikes. Those who were quick enough saw an echidna and those 
who were slow enough saw blue-winged parrots. Some banksias 
and correas were still flowering and some trigger plants had 
deep pink flowers. We checked out the Beacon Steps while 
drivers went back for the cars. We then viewed the Bakers Oven 
and Sherbrook River. It occurred to me later how rough the 
rock at the mouth of the river was. With all the erosion 
processes taking place one would expect the rock to be smooth 
and rounded but it was like fractured honeycomb rock with razor 
sharp edges. I thought Carol would have a solution but she 
couldn’t explain it either. 

After heavy rain overnight we decided on Sunday morning 
that a visit to the Loch Ard Museum would be a good idea. With 
the rain easing we then inspected Loch Ard Gorge and then had 
lunch at Gibson’s Steps. I was keen to checkout the tunnel 
that had been dug underneath the Twelve Apostle’s viewing area 
while the rest of the group returned via the Red Rock area near 
Colac, viewing the crater lakes and scoria cones - until an 
approaching storm convinced people to depart! 

Thanks to Claire and Peter for organizing the weekend. 

Brian Andrews 
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NOVEMBER POSER ... ANOTHER FROM ROGER 


Unfortunately Roger did not give a solution to why red 
gums are notorious for dropping branches on hot, calm days. 
They do of course drop branches during storms throughout the 
year, like other trees, but we would expect that. Branches 
could drop due to weakness caused by damage from termites or 
fungi but I can’t think of any reason why this should affect 
red gums more than other trees. It could be due to the fact 
that on hot days the moisture content of the wood is lower, 
causing shrinkage (for sawn timber 1% reduction in air humidity 
can produce 0.5% shrinkage). The change in size along the 
grain (ie along the branch) is negligible but the cross grain 
shrinkage is comparatively high and hence causes cracks running 
parallel to the grain - have a look at dried, sawn wood! This 
might not seem important until you remember just how twisted 
red gum branches are, this is probably due to the fact that the 
grain almost goes "all over the place" - ask anyone who has 
tried splitting red gum! this means that on hot days the 
timber dries, shrinks and cracks - and the crack could be 
perpendicular to the direction the branch is going - and this 
would cause the branch to drop off very quickly. That’s the 
best solution that I can put forward at the moment, but I will 
checking fallen branches in the future! BDA 


DECEMBER POSER. ..QUESTIONS ABOUT OUR UNIQUE FAUNA 
Where does a WOMBAT? How far can a KOOKABURRA? Have you 


seen a BANDICOOT? Where does a DINGO? Why does a NUMBAT? 

Have you heard a CUS CUS? Do you put sauce on a MAGPIE? What 
does a KANGAROO? Do you fly a KITE? If you can’t answer these 
questions, I’1l bet a PELICAN! Elfin again! 


THAT FRONT COVER ... and other posers _ 
You can make up your own mind about Elfin’s solution 


(front cover) to the poser of March ’98. However new light has 

been shed on at least three posers, details next century! . 
Happy Christmas! Ed 

TT oe = El ep ee {Sk Mesoresese FNCB ---------- {Soeccecscoe 

Meetings are held at the Ballarat Horticulture centre, corner of Gregory and Gillies Streets, ie, the NW 

corner of the Botanic Gardens, VICROADS 254 F8, commencing at 7-30pn 

Excursions depart frou Creswick Plaza, VICROADS 255 10, at 9-30 an, unless specified otherwise, 


Committee; Claire Dalnan (President).. , Greg Binns (Vice President).. , Pat Kurphy 
(Secretary). , John Gregurke (Treasurer)... , Brian Andrews (Bditor}.. , Helen 
Burgess, Maureen Christie, Lyndsay Pink, Carol Hall, John Nildren. 


Postal Address: PO Box 328%, Ballarat West, 3350 Inc Reg No A0014919P 
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